
Coordinator of  
Ministerial Services 

Hours 
Tue, Wed & Thu 10-1 
or by appointment at 

your convenience. You 
may call the office  
(508-994-9686)  

or call 
Karen Andersen at  

508-441-9344  

“Every piece of the 
universe, even the  
tiniest little snow 
crystal, matters 

somehow.  
I have a place in the 

pattern, and so do 
you.” 

T.A. Barron  

The First Unitarian Church in New Bedford 

News & Views 
Volume LIII, Issue 12 

December 2015 

Way Cool 
Sunday School 

2 

Upcoming 
Events 

3-6 

Birthdays 4 

Calendar 7 

Inside this issue: 

I’m having a hard time believing that 2015 is nearly gone; the year seems to have 
been on “fast-forward.” The days and weeks go by quicker, I think, when there’s 
constant planning ahead to be done, as if turning my mind to the future all the 
time pushes the clock hands forward double-time, the moments so quick that it’s 
hard to hold on to any of them and be present in the now. A real effort has to be 
made to slow down, take a look around, press the “pause” button, and breathe. 
(Inhale…aaaaand….exhale.) 
 

This job is so multi-faceted, and we have so much to do, but I don’t want to lose 
track of helping to shape this vision of shared ministry that we’re exploring. 
Shared ministry isn’t just a big push for more volunteers to get things done, it’s 
about how we approach the work. Each aspect of how this church is run is a min-
istry unto itself, from the office to the thrift shop, to the sanctuary, to the 
kitchen, into every corner of our building, and out into the garden. It’s about all 
of us finding a calling here, in one way or another, and working toward the goal 
of making our church a welcoming and sustainable place. And lots of these minis-
tries are already in place and working well, but there’s always something else to 
be done. 
 

Some of the other things we’re trying to pull together are: 
-a pastoral care team who will help in giving rides to church, making calls to 
check on members, visiting members in nursing homes or hospitals. 
-a Welcoming team who makes sure that no visitor goes without a warm greet-
ing in the sanctuary or is left alone in a corner at coffee hour. 
-a fund-raising team who will come up with new ideas to support the church fi-
nancially. 
 

The committee on ministry will be sending out some short surveys in the months 
to come, the first of which will help us to evaluate the needs of our members and 
how we communicate. I hope everyone will give us their honest input so we can 
improve. 
 

I will do all I can to keep us professional and meet the spiritual needs of our 
members, but ours must be a group effort…not just to keep us afloat and the 
lights on in the castle, but to change and grow as a community of seekers. When I 
tell you on Sundays that we are people of purpose, I mean it. I feel it. Minister IS a 
verb and that calls for action. It’s already happening and this is an exciting time for 
all of us. Let’s remember to breathe, and savor this time, while we look to the 
future and what needs doing in order for us to thrive.                             ~Karen 
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RE NEWS—WAY COOL SUNDAY SCHOOL  

December 5   Holiday Stroll {10am-2pm} 
   {Quilt Raffle, Bake Table, Crafts and Cheer} 
   The Giving Tree {Buy a gift for a child in need} 
 

December 6  Way Cool Sunday School 
 

December 10  AHA Made in New Bedford  {Sanctuary} 
   {UMASS & Carney Academy Choir} 7:30pm 
 

December 13  Lessons & Carols 
   Winter Solstice Rehearsal 
 

December 20  Winter Solstice Service: LOVELIGHT {11:00am} 
   {Rehearsal 9:30am with Breakfast} 
 

December 24  Christmas Eve Service 7:00pm 
 

December 27  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

January 3  Way Cool Sunday School 
 

You have to find what sparks a light in you so that you in your own way can illumi-
nate the world. {Oprah Winfrey} 

 
WINTER SOLSTICE SERVICE: December 20th at 11:00am {Rehearsal at 9:30am 
with breakfast}  
Something Beautiful {Alexi Murdoch} 
WATCH ON YOUTUBE to learn the song we will sing on 12/20.   
 https://youtu.be/l-JL0g3lrto 
 

December is full of Holiday Cheer. Stroll on over to our Winter Fair, 
join us on our visit to Tifereth Israel Synagogue, enjoy an AHA 
UMASS Choir concert, prepare for our Winter Solstice Service, help 
others in need by purchasing an item for The Giving Tree or sing a 
carol or two!  It is a spiritual season with much to be appreciative for! 
Together we can shine our lights and share our love. Tis the season 
for rosy cheeks, happy children and Thrift Shop Savings!  
Happy Holidays! 
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‘TIS THE SEASON AT FIRST UNITARIAN! 
We have SO MANY great events coming up!  Be sure to mark 
your calendars!  

December 
5th-Holiday Fair-10am-4pm in the Parish House 
5th-Holiday Concert by VOX A Cappella-2pm in the Sanctuary 
8th-Board of Trustees Meeting 
10th-AHA! Night Christmas Concert by UMassDartmouth & 
Carney Academy Student -7:30pm in the Sanctuary 
13th-Lessons & Carols Service -11am in the Sanctuary  
13th-What's Your Plan?- 12:30pm in the Tryworks Auditorium 
13th-New Bedford Choral Society WINTER CONCERT-3pm  
20th- Way Cool Winter Solstice Service -11am in the Sanctuary 
24th-Annual Candlelight Christmas Eve Service - 7pm  
 
...and SO MUCH MORE! Keep checking the Compass and the 
website calendar for details on these and other fun events!   

 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS 

Volume LIII, Issue 12 Page 3 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS 
Donations of grocery gift cards would be 
greatly appreciated at this time along 
with the usual donations of canned 
goods/non-perishables. Most needed 
items include: stuffing mix, boxedpota-
toes, cranberry sauce, canned vegeta-
bles, cocoa, cake or bread mixes, 
and personal care items such as sham-
poo, razors and toothpaste. Diapers and 
baby food are ALWAYS needed as well. 
Please give as generously as you 
can. Thank you so much! 

First Unitarian Thrift Shop 
We will be open on Sunday, November 
29th after the service and invite all to 
come see what the Thrift Shop has for 
sale.  Even if you don’t buy—come see.  
Pick up a flyer, tell your friends.  There 
are many bargains to be had. 
  

Thrift Shop hours: 
Wed 9am-1pm, Thur 1-4pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

“Come and find what you didn’t  
know you needed!” 

WHAT'S YOUR PLAN?  
WE'RE DONE WITH DYING 

Our End of Life Group is shifting its focus this year to “AGING 
WISELY”. Let's share the journey and have some fun along the 
way. Monthly topics will include Friendship, Losses, Happiness, 
Courage and More. 
Please join us after the Lessons & Carols Service on Sunday,  
December 13th at 12:30 in the Tryworks Auditorium. 
Carol Kolek, Marsha McCabe, Mary Beth Dowd 

SOUP KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS  
Once again we are in need of more 
members and friends for our soup 
kitchen volunteer list. Our church, along 
with many others, supply the labor one 
day a month for the soup kitchen, now 
run by Catholic Social Services.  Our day 
is always the fourth Wednesday of the 
month. It is run out of the parish hall at 
the Pilgrim United Church of Christ on 
Purchase St.  A commitment of four 
hours is needed, from 9 to 1.  We have a 
steady group of volunteers but need a 
backup list for the times when the regu-
lars cannot be there.  Long time church 
member, Dave Thoen is the group 
leader.  Please leave your name with 
Linda in the office or sign up on Sunday 
during coffee hour.  Thanks.                                                        
Bill Bennett 

COATS FOR KIDS 
The Annual Coat Drive sponsored by the 
Mayor's Youth Council will be held on Sat-
urday, December 12th from 11am-3pm in 
the Parish House. Please look through 
your closets, ask friends, or even buy 
some warm weather gear if you catch a 
great sale and bring your donations to the 
church.  New or "gently-used" coats, hats, 
mittens, gloves & scarves for kids OR adults will be accepted.  
The Farmer's Almanac predicts a snowier than normal winter, 
so please help us keep the kids warm this winter! Donations ac-
cepted Monday-Friday from 9am-1pm in the office, or on Sun-
days before Worship Service and also on the morning of the 
Coat Drive.  We ask that you please make sure they are clean 
and in good shape. Thank you for your generosity! If the 
weather is anything like last winter's weather, we will need as 
many coats as we can get!  



DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday to:  

 ~ Faith Varela 12/2  ~  Pam Sherman 12/3  ~   Everett Hoagland 12/10 ~   
~ Jayden Sylvia12/6 ~  Emmanuel Matais 12/13 ~ Coriander Laughery 12/22  ~   

~  Oden Fayan 12/24 ~ Thelma Baxter  12/31 ~  
If your birthday is in November, but it is not listed here, it’s because I do not have it in my database.  Please call the office and 

let me know your birth date so we can all celebrate with you!  

GIVING TREE 
This year, our Giving Tree is devoted to 7 children, aged 2-11, from three families who lost everything in the recent 
Holly Street fire in New Bedford.  We have spoken to the families, and the tree is decorated with ornaments that 
each describe a gift that would be cherished by one of those children.  Please choose one or more ornament that 
speaks to your heart and imagination. When you purchase the gift keep the following guidelines in mind: 
* We have planned for three gifts per child. So when you choose an ornament, do not purchase multiple gifts unless 
they can be packaged together in one wrapped package. We want to avoid any child in one family receiving more than 
their siblings. 
* Consider $30 as a maximum purchase limit per ornament selected. (Gifts for older children tend to be more expen-
sive than those for younger kids, so choose a tag that works with your budget.)  
* For clothing purchases, include a gift box if you can - also request a gift receipt that can be inserted in the box. 
* If you want, choose an ornament and we will shop for you! See Cecelia, Wendy, or Linda to make arrangements.  
*Please bring all gifts (UNWRAPPED) to church or to the office by December 18th. We will have a Wrap Party on 
Monday, December 21st at 6:30pm.  Volunteers who enjoy wrapping are welcome to join us! Thank you!   
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AHA! NIGHT CONCERT 
Don't miss this wonderful performance 

on Thursday, December 10th! First Unitarian 
will host the UMass Dartmouth Choir & Car-
ney Academy Students for an AHA! Night 
Christmas Concert at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary! 
This event is sure to be a crowd pleaser! (As 
always, AHA! Night events are FREE and open 
to the public.) 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS 

POINSETTIAS 
It’s that time of year again!  As we follow the tradi-
tion set by the Prescott Family long ago, we ask that 
members of the congregation donate to our Poinsettia 
fund.  The Poinsettias are $20 each and you may take 
yours home after the holidays if you wish. Please fill out 
the form (found in the Sanctuary, Parish House, Office 
and on the next page here in the newsletter) and return 
with your payment by Monday, December 14th.  

Deck the Halls 
On Sunday, November 29th, we’ll be decorating the Par-
ish House for the upcoming winter holidays.  Many hands 

make light work, so please join us and help make the 
church look seasonally festive. 

QUILTING GROUP  
The Quilting Group will take a break from their weekly meetings after the Holiday Fair and  

will resume meeting on Tuesday, January 5th.  

WOMEN ’S ALLIANCE 
The date for the annual Christmas meet-

ing/luncheon of the Women's Alliance has not 
yet been set.  If you are interested in attending 

the luncheon, please contact Maureen  
Fanning at 339-793-0368.  
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2015 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS ORDER FORM 

 

Given By: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wording of Dedication (in honor of, in memory of, etc.):___________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________  

___# of Poinsettias ordered ($20.00 each)     
The poinsettias will remain in the Sanctuary until December 27th.   

Please specify what you’d like done with your plants after December 27th.    

Poinsettia Distribution:  _____ I will pick up  _____ Discretion of Church 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  The First Unitarian Church  AND RETURN THIS FORM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING: Monday, December 14, 2015   

Annual Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Please join us on Thursday, December 24 th at 7pm  

as we celebrate the holiday together at this  
very special candlelight service.   

Please bring a tasty treat to share after the service  
if you are able. 



CONTINUING EVENTS 

Mondays at 5:30pm: Tai Chi — Meets in the Green Room. Free. No meetings on Monday 
holidays. 

Mondays at 7:15pm: UU Choir Rehearsal—meets in the music room. 

First & Third Mondays of each month at 7:00pm: Pride Café—Meets in the Parish House. 

Second Tuesday of September, December and June at 11:30am: Women’s Alliance 
Meeting in the Parish House (unless otherwise stated).  

Second Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm: Board of Trustees meeting.  Meets in the His-
toric Room. 

Tuesdays (September-December & January to May—weather permitting) at 9:30am: Quilt-
ing Group—Meets in the Parish House.  Come and join the fun, even if you’re not a quilter. 

Fourth Wednesday of the Month from 9am-1pm—Soup Kitchen Service, Pilgrim United 
Church, 635 Purchase Street, downtown New Bedford. 

Fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30pm.  Social Justice Committee — Meets in the His-
toric Room 

Third Saturday and/or Sunday of the month: Dinners for Eight.  
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Karen Andersen, 
Coordinator of Ministerial 

Services 
 

Yasmin Flefleh-Vincent,  
Director of Religious Ed 

 

Randy Fayan,           
Music Director 

 

Linda Fredette,      
 Church Administrator 

 

Tony Gonsalves, Sexton 
 

Vikki McMaster, 
Bookkeeper 

 

Arthur Green,         
Sunday Sexton  

QUILT RAFFLE 
Win this dramatic quilt!! 

$1.00 per chance 
     6 for $5.00 

  Raffle December 5, 2015 at 
1:30pm at the Holiday Fair  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tickets available from the office or 
any Quilt Group member.  

The First Unitarian Church in New Bedford 
Corner of Union, County & Eighth Streets 

 

Saturday, December 5th 
10:00am to 2:00pm 

Annual  
Holiday Fair 

 

Enjoy Lunch or a snack from our Bake  
Table, Browse our craft vendors, or  

Take a Chance on our Famous Quilt Raffle! 
  

Also be sure to check out our downstairs shop 
—First Unitarian Thrift Shop— 

 

See our website for directions: 
www.uunewbedford.org 

or call 508-994-9686 for more info  



29 
11am Worship 
Service (S) 
12pm Social Hour 
(P)  
12pm Thrift Shop 
Open! 
1pm Chamber 
Choir Rehearsal 
(Gr)  

30 
5:30pm Tai Chi 
(D) 
7:15 UU Choir 
Practice (S) 

Dec 1 
9:30am Quilting 
Group (P) 
 
7pm GNB Choral 
Society Rehearsal 
(Gr) 

2 
9am-1pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
6:30 Holiday Fair 
Meeting (Gr) 
 

3 
10am Grief Support 
Group (Gr) 
1-4pm Thrift Shop 
Open  
7pm Chamber 
Choir Rehearsal 
(Gr)  
 

4 
 

5 
10am-2pm 
Holiday Fair (P) 
2pm Holiday 
Concert by VOX 
A Cappella (S) 
10am-2pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
 

6 
11am Worship 
Service (S) 
12pm Social Hour 
(P)  
 

7 
5:30pm Tai Chi 
(D) 
7pm Pride Café 
(Gr) 
7:15 UU Choir 
Practice (S) 
 

8 
7pm Board of 
Trustees Mtg 
(Gr) 
7pm GNB Choral 
Society Rehearsal 
(Gr) 

9 
9am-1pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
 
 

10 
10am Grief Support 
Group (Gr) 
1-4pm Thrift Shop 
Open  
 

7:30pm 
 AHA! Night  

Holiday Concert 
with the UMassD 

Choir 
 

11 
 

12 
10am-2pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
 

13 
11am Lessons & 
Carols Service (S) 
12pm Social Hour 
(P)  
12:30 What’s 
Your Plan? (T) 
3pm GNBChoral 
Society Concert 
(S) 

14 
5:30pm Tai Chi 
(D) 
7:15 UU Choir 
Practice (S) 
 

15 
 

16 
9am-1pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
 

17 
10am Grief Support 
Group (Gr) 
1-4pm Thrift Shop 
Open  
7pm CUUPS YULE 
POTLUCK (Gr) 

 
 

18 
 
 

 

19 
10am-2pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
 
 
 
 

20 
11am Way Cool 
Solstice Service 
(S) 
12pm Social Hour 
(P)  
 
 

21 
7pm Pride Café 
(Gr) 
6:30pm Giving 
Tree Wrap Party 
(T) 
 
 
 
7:15 UU Choir 
Practice (S) 

22 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

UNTIL JAN 4th 

23 
 

SOUP 
KITCHEN DAY 

24 
7pm Annual  
Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 
Service (S) 

 

25 
 
 

26 
January 

Newsletter  
Submission  
Deadline  

27 
11am Worship 
Service (S) 
12pm Social Hour 
(P)  
 
 
 

28 
5:30pm Tai Chi 
(D) 
 

29 
 
 
 

30 
9am-1pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

 

31 
 

Jan 1 
 

2 
10am-2pm Thrift 
Shop Open 
 

December2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Green Room(Gr), Dining Room(D),  
Sanctuary(S), Parish House(P),  

Tryworks Auditorium(T), History Room(H)  
= private/non-church related event  



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
The “News & Views” goes to print  on the third or fourth Tuesday of each month. The deadline to sub-
mit articles into the newsletter is the Friday before it goes to print.  All submissions are  re-
viewed  by the editor for content and grammar.  Next “News and Views”:   December 29, 2015. 

NEWS AND VIEWS 
Volume LIII,   No. 12 

December 2015 
 

FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH  
 IN NEW BEDFORD              

71 Eighth Street                                          
New Bedford, MA   

02740-6025       
Email: 

admin@uunewbedford.org 
Web: www.uunewbedf ord.org 

Church Office 
Phone 508-994-9686 

Fax 508-994-9687 

                                                                       THANKS! 
Our Thanksgiving Pot Luck was a huge success.  Thank you to Thelma Baxter for 
coordinating the effort and to the MANY volunteers who helped clean up after-
wards! It was a fun and festive feast and the kitchen was SPOTLESS! We are so 
grateful for all of you!   
 

SEEKING RAFFLE ITEMS 
At last year's Holiday Fair, we held a Chance Auction with items donated from the Thrift Shop, church 
members and holiday fair table renters. Chance auctions are always fun AND profitable, so we're asking for 
donations of new, fun items to raffle off. Donations can include: a fun DVD, a kid's game, a restaurant gift 
card, a bottle of wine, kitchen/cooking items, jewelry, holiday decorations, etc.   Bring in your donations to 
the office (or give them to Yasmin) and we'll put them together in baskets for the Holiday Fair Raffle.   
 
 

                             USHERS NEEDED 
We still need 2 ushers for Christmas Eve…Please let Karen know if you’re           
interested in helping out. 


